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" I.WAS ONE OF THE FIRST PATIENTS AT GHARLES CAMSELL HOSETTAL "

By Beatrice Calliou

(I was born Beatrice Callihoo, a member of the Mlchel Band, Calahoo
Reserve, about thlrty miles north-West of Edmonton, My ancestors were

. Iroquois oi‘ the Caughnawaga Band, Province of Quebec, who came west with

{ner“ Elizabeth Claste , Married
the fur traders in the late 1700tsh-N4 nrw-‘r )
Soloawn Emil Calli hoox Son of {‘%‘—J'\c{ ot s chief of que Ca ldhoo @e)erva)

l‘r'
Dumng the summer of 19h5 I was admitted to the ?"B Ward in .
| . o

the Edmonton Generdl HOSpltal. Three nirses who Y:ere work:.ng ‘there Lwere—)

Mrs. Margaret Cardner, Mrs. Rita Loney and Mrs. Cecelia 0'Sullivan., Prrese—

LIS B o M2 s e 1 v g e 4
We heard that the Government of Canada had purchased the

Jesuit College from the Amerlcan Army and were going to use it for a

hosp:.tal for Treaty Indlans who had tuberculosis. This was of intereet to

me as my mother's stepfather, Mr. Norris, had donated the land for the

college to the Jesuitse |
7 Mr. John Norm.s was a realtor,\ Gﬂe of the Jesuit priests asked

him 1f he had some land which they could purchase as they wished to build a

s college for Cathollc boys. Although Mr. Norris was not 5 Cathcllc he was
o A_, ja«[é dhes  Yeael
frlendly with the pI'leSuS e close to wmehis

—there wes e/\uusl« {ane an which fa
«Z& vplace, a little west of the main city. L’J&-—g—iﬁe—k‘b—%e%@/\'hnwld g e

college :~,v > g d-ae-the—ge b 25 well as enow:)h )Q"S “’“44@ ‘iﬂ
LrTound ia [
When ‘U\e announcearl 66 - s
M%nadian (:ovcment&anurchaue of the building -

+wedd, both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Bulletin carried the story.

- What & controversial subJect.it turned out to bel. Some people said the

Indi 486 would pitch their tents on the grounds a.rocnd the hospital and try
to 1i¥e in the area. Others said they would be beating the tom-toms and
havifig pow-wows e‘very m.wht and, injgeneral making a nuisance of themselves.

gihers claimed tha

AAN
s I\‘f!ﬁe Iﬂ@lan Hoscital would br:mt7 down property valuesg At that time, the area
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eres,
o«\v\‘no%\" v
wasn't built up. _These were many acreages to the west and north, After

the hospital opened7the'acreages were surveyéd in to building lots and |
post-war construction took over, |
. While vthe controversy ;ras ragirig) the College was being used as
a military hospital ‘fé'é&veterms #ngmgbldrld‘.Waz" I;%Wd} Dr.
Harry Weinlos was the medical officer in charge, '
In January 196 the Indian paﬁients from the ‘g. Ward of the

Edmonton General Hospital were transferred, T ammrabie to—remember syl

WWM&MW The women were admitted to a room
oy

- h;*xr,ptjd/ RS (&

on Ward 9 and the men to a room on Ward 10, TR r W8 the farthest
down the Burma ‘Road, 8 name given by the veterans to the long hallway which .
connected the redwood buil_dings. |

Mrs, Edith Taz./l‘or was the first rnirse on staff)‘&ezb;e followed‘ by
Mrs., Gard{xe;n, Mfs. Loney and Mrs, 0'Sullivan,whom I have mentioped already,
Miss K¥ I;&I;.gKenzie came la‘ber) as did other mirses, |

Soon patients from north, central and southern Alberts hospitals
were being transferred to the Indian Hospital, The mobile patients were
put into the upstair rooms andl:;eisecond large room dovnstairs was opened‘ on
bo.th wards., At first we ware m(;stly Cree from central and northern Alberta,
Aﬁgéquatients cane from the Blackfoot, Sarcee and Blood reserves and some of
the Sténe_y Indians from Morley. At fipst the Crees".\r.eren"b too friendly tut
that,so_or; passed and we made friends with each other.

| Some of the first people to be admitted vere Marj Jane Boucher

from Fort Chipewyan; Vera Rabbit, Duffield; Harriet Buffalo, Hobbcma’;
Florence White Quills and Alice Running Rabbit from Blackfoot Agency; and
Jack Royal, Mr, Stangling—in—the‘-Road and Mr. Shot-on-Both Sides fron the

Blood Reserve near Cardsto‘n. Many of the names from the south were ve'ry

) bﬂ Ekea'mqa,l S'M_pa,r.‘nﬂncle/rt“ﬂr Tocliwn H%H’h Service’ﬂ
coldpfil, Doetor S’oone‘Asaid that they hag to register their TIndian names,
' hed  been :

He knew he southern area quite well ag he an Indian Agent’ at

o coagh N S o it




hung onto the murse's hand real ﬁight. I was glad to get back to the

one time for those reserves.
Nurse Margaret Gardner,and I had a standing joke between us,

She would ask, "Beatrice, when are your parents going to put up their tent

be alond v
and stay awhile?" "Oh they willb%ne of these days and bring the whole tribe

with them. @3 you'tll hear them singing and beating the tom-toms". It is
too bad it never havnened.

In the spring and early summer of 1946 the first Eskimo patients

20 () &~ A

. . ')[ro'h (of;f/érfﬁ, ;;dwtﬁp{/. |

arrived. Doris Kikpsk and her little cousing Mos%m&. They were o
‘ | ; G she a.d Wloses rneede.

i : ) . eash |u ,
upstairs in a private room on Ward 8, Doris spoke some Englishy One day J

some of the staff took Doris and Moses down'l:own‘.i R Doris couldn't stop
talking that night. 'St uI savw big dogs pulling a wagon!" "Doris, those
are called horses and they are pulling a milk wagon." "What's that?" So,

. anids .
Mary Jane and I explained about home milk deliveries, =3 about cows and

milk, cream and butter. "We rode in a big long car with lots of people".
"That, is called a streetcar'. "We vent in these big stores, they sell

everything"‘? "These arc called department’ stores, Doris." "So many cars}

They go so fastl So many people! All kinds of peopled I was scared. I

hospital’, &~

41‘ kidsg "b'hey were so excited and so exhausted. Beis—

: Dasr<
© Hososadiedy I1'll bet She never
got over her first visit to the big city. 'l
DDvTS r@cvofa,ré_é\ and went bacle o

} (co schara.e
T Waes o

qed i 1996 ant , of :
A% went back home to the reserve, a&dlr: the springw19L7, I came

back t6 the hospita.l and asked Dr. Matas if T could get a job. He took me

’ T was
into the main office and asked someone to find me a place. @Aput i to

. . . Qr"’@%ﬁ%‘
wWoTk dn Ward 6 kitchen on the ife-trm ward. I worked split-shift and

's‘é'ﬁié“oiméé) Before starting my supper shift, I'd sit at the little piano in

thé hall and play some oldies, such as nFive foot-two", "Georgia Brown",
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"Twelfth-Street Rag". I think the vets enjoyed &a-t/q The vets were a nice .-
buneh of boy's but they loved to tease - especially Alex Katz, Fred Aslln,
McCorkﬁe{ One day I couldn't \take it any more. I turned yﬁ them and said,
"If you don't stop teasing, I'll swear at you in Cree". Alex Katz said,
"And I'll swear at you in Yiddish". That really broke me up. ' v

- - One day while I was working n Ward 6 there was § great husfling

t

and'clea.ning gbing on. Doc’oors came around and examinéd every nook and -

: asrived. Loud "J“’
cramiy. Shortly afterward some dignitaries wmme from Ottawasand wenb—alt S
wdtns nFis el Gt /{é:u,,i;
through, the hospital Alex Oryer, a native veteran, 8aid—to—them,, "I knew MW()

somebodjr pretty important\was coming anem%j the way they've been cleaning

Wdﬁ//é/um—ﬁé W@zgub K’AWM ]

_ around ‘bhlS place the last few daygtias 5 ”7 ,

Vw*‘/MvaZmZ' P N Y Y, o SU TS /’7"" fw//)ﬁ/"’ Sl
a/‘ Y
' M Robert Gray on the guitar,,”f‘% d St, Germain on the fidd E o e

1 played the piano for a cotple of dances ospi’oal “wEbn ™
Am",aﬁﬂf/,
6 untll I was re-admitted in the spring of 19h9. v"—‘he*, was my third admission

asa%.paﬁlent. The—£1 —~bime-wasatr .;-;r,,,‘ _‘,‘W_,‘A,
' TR = R AV
C__ e~ SRHoN "= M“w <~ ‘ SWOs33.d , Q‘.haa:ﬂe'a\ ﬁ—ﬂm. BEST
B e o giny T ‘
Ftor5—50—% General 4 Y raqsierrad o 5~Veters HoBpLtaTy ‘
whieh—ts—mow—the-Gheslos—Conseli—Hospisale In 9h9 I had three pulmonary

operations and was finally discharged in September of 1950.
M second stay at the Camsell, from summer of 1949 to September
1950, I met a few more patients on Ward I Tucgy Thomas, a Slavey, some

ol an flei
Og-I‘le H Beavergl\&n/ﬁase\vlsy, Margaret Kindo from Aklavik. exd After the
Coste j’(éliuV/lM T T
Jr? ‘ —T—'FB“ Indian Hospltal in «Co burned, x,_.,-: e

7 the patients who required
St AT y L e nQ,
surgery were transferred to the Camsell ilach from the""Vancouver area s

ov. Chace
Kllnkget from Slmpson, and Haida from Old Masset Queen Charlottle Iﬂands.

I became ‘good friends with Vivian Davidson, a Haida from 01d Massetys#ime
%ﬂg%emmmeShe had many interesting stories to

o ditp scae Lrshormer + of

tel]7 for thelr way of llferil.s far different fro\rm(che prelme farmers. They-
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Before our operations tlaey\used to shave $EesHensmdimeders our g

Were eep'-fs'é}ﬁ'

bod;i' a-rld rub us down with alcohol.and wrap Wln long bandages.

‘,.,l,g A3 :If‘ :
They did this to Iuedy Thomas A 2 small Bldweesr woman@. During the night we awofle o o

~. — T {'
he arg her cmanf Mary Jane and T 8ot up and went over to ILucy | i

to see what was wrong , My \hers By ‘the time we got to her bed she vas singing
and laug_hing,\nﬁ; a few. minu’oes she was crying againe Mary Jane said, "T @\H'““k’
béises Tucy's drunk from the. aleohol." T said, "She can't be, it didn't

bothef uss Mary Jane went for the nurse and told her what was happening.

The murses. cane and moved Tucy's bed into the hallway,

o
I went home to the reserveﬁas marr:l_ed in October 1951, We lived

| fimet in Spruce Grove and then moved into Edmonton in 1952, V(/L,M/ W””‘/“(
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%/g? /' Then a meeting was held~gt=5tsAla

e

fusic, £ree £ W
rhown’((‘//)edl svme */,res with the fosp/iaf ‘/%rou A a band oF fative Bl
Qﬁ"‘el’f&f?e muticpg,ﬂg 7@# w!n(l\ ///&l/é’f/ //7/&/’)(9- h/& ,@pcﬁfﬂd’lﬁ/f/ me,’?/’ a7 %f/

/WSf“é"P Tdo bane mcu be Fs‘;} /.d«/r’e‘:mc @7yt /’ygi“e !Jna/fl“wn) werKed af
Mrs. Sturrock kriew o~Ho—Eranm- - 7 i -

4\ five P T euange after and our Band provided
A

In I“e ruary 1977 I phoned Father Rheaume and asked 1f anyone could

attend
8040 MMass at the hospital, He asked me my name and when T told him)he said,

"Oh yes, Mrs, Calliou, I would be pleased if you could come and play the




P , | : | 1p 4en 2)76,36\(: /“/}d%}

organ and sing the hymns in Cree%!, I still gopevery Sunday ¢ 1,00/ CVE\

M When Miss Cogill moved away, I took over setting up the altar and
taking pa‘oients to the chapel.
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